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He was surprised and also sad for their 

sakes, not for his own. They missed 

greater graces through this lack of 

appreciation and gratitude. 

 

All ten showed great faith and confidence 

in Jesus' power to heal. They had not 

heard Him preach nor had they seen any 

of His miracles. They lived in isolation 

camps, yet they believed the reports they 

had heard. They all were very obedient 

too. They set off for Jerusalem to carry 

out the command of Jesus, even though 

their leprosy had not yet left them. 

 

In all of this it was their own self-interest 

which came first in the minds of the nine 

Jews. Once they found their leprosy gone 

all they thought of was their own good 

fortune. Their Benefactor was quickly 

forgotten. The Samaritan's first thought, 

on the other hand, was of the one who had 

healed him. He was as delighted as the 

others with his cure but being generous 

and thoughtful for others, he felt it his 

bounden duty to return and thank the man 

who had done him this miraculous good 

turn. 

 

While we are ashamed of our fellowmen 

who were so ungrateful, and who treated 

the loving Jesus so shamefully, let us see 

if we have improved very much in our 

way of acting towards our Savior. Those 

Jewish lepers did not know that He was 

the Son of God who assumed human 

nature, became man, in order to raise us 

up to a new supernatural status. He gave 

them the gift of physical health for thirty, 

forty, or maybe sixty years more. We 

know that He has come to give us an 

eternal life — a life that will last forever, 

a life free from all troubles and worries 

"where all tears will be wiped away and 

death shall be no more." 

 

With this knowledge then of what Christ 

means to us, of what His Incarnation has 

won for us, of the eternal freedom from 

all sickness and death which His human 

life, death and resurrection have put at our 

disposal, how can any real Christian ever 

cease thanking Him, could there be such a 

being as an ungrateful Christian ever on 

earth? 

 

 

Unfortunately, there is not only one 

such ungrateful being, but there are 

millions of them. How many of us 

here present are numbered amongst 

these ungrateful ones? There are 

those of us who think of God only 

when we are in difficulties. While 

things are going well, when there is 

no sickness in the home, when our 

business is prospering, when there is 

peace all around us, how many times 

in the week do we say, "thank you, 

God, you are very good to me." 

When trouble strikes it is a different 

matter. We rush to church, we 

implore God to have pity on us, we 

make novenas to our special saints. 

This is not wrong. What is wrong, 

however, is that we forgot to thank 

God all the time that He was giving 

us spiritual and temporal favors. 

 

Think for a moment. If those nine 

ungrateful lepers were struck again 

with disease some months later and 

returned to implore Christ for a cure, 

would you blame Him if He refused? 

Most of us would refuse. Yet we 

expect Him to listen to our urgent 

pleas the minute we make them, 

while we have not given Him a 

thought and never said one "thank 

you, Lord; while things were going 

well with us. 

 

We all need to be more grateful to 

God every day of our lives—more 

grateful than we have been. He has 

not only given us life on this earth 

with its joys and its sorrows, but He 

has prepared for us a future life 

where there will be no admixture of 

sorrows. It is for that life that we are 

working. It is because there is a 

heaven after death that we are 

Christians. God has already done His 

part in preparing this heaven for us. 

He is assisting us daily to get there. 

We need a lot of that assistance and 

one of the surest ways of getting 

further benefits from God (as well as 

from men) is to show true gratitude 

for the benefits already received. 

—Excerpted from The Sunday 

Readings Cycle C, Fr. Kevin O' 

Sullivan, O.F.M. 

 
 

The First Reading is taken from 

the Second Book of Kings 5:14-

17. Elisha from Thisbe in Galaad is 

the first of the great prophets in 

Israel after the separation of Israel 

from Judah. He lived during the 

reign of King Achab (869-850), 

who married a daughter of the 

pagan king of Tyre. She introduced 

idolatry into Israel which Elisha 

fought fearlessly. He is credited 

with many miracles, one of which 

is related in today's reading. 

 

The Second Reading is from 

the Second Letter of Paul to 

Timothy 2:8-13. In last Sunday's 

extract from this same reading, St. 

Paul exhorts his convert and 

disciple to be proud of the Gospel. 

He must guard the rich treasure of 

the faith he has received from Paul 

and hand it on to the next 

generation. Today, he reminds 

Timothy of the resurrection of 

Jesus, the crowning act of divine 

drama of our redemption. 

 

The Gospel is from St. Luke 17:11-

19. The incident of the ten lepers 

happened as our Lord was on His 

way to Jerusalem, where He was to 

die on the cross so that we could 

live eternally. The Church brings it 

before our minds today, not so 

much to remind us of the mercy 

and kindness of Jesus to all classes, 

even the outcasts, as lepers were, as 

to make us see and be amazed at 

the depths of ingratitude to which 

men can sink. 

 

This is but one of many such 

examples of ingratitude that 

occurred during Christ's public 

ministry, most of those He 

miraculously cured forget to thank 

Him. In today's incident there was 

one, and he was the one least 

expected to do so, who had the 

decency to return and thank his 

benefactor. This pleased our Lord 

and led Him to remark on the 

ingratitude of the others. "Were not 

all ten made whole, where are the 

other nine?" 



Collection 

October 5, 2025 

 

Envelopes $250.00 

Cemetery 

Fund 

$50.00 

Shrine $30.00  
$330.00 

 

Notices:  

 
1: HARVEST MARKET: October 12, 10 am – 1 pm, in Johnstown Parish Hall.  After a successful summer 

market season, we are looking forward to our Harvest Market on Thanksgiving weekend.  Shop for garden 

produce, meat, eggs, preserves, jam, maple syrup, delicious bread and baked goods, socks, t-shirts, arts and 

crafts.  

We have room for more vendors at our indoor market. $20/table. Contact Rita 902-631-0209, Johnstown 

Landing Artisan & Farmers Market 

 

2: "Come To The Ceilidh" 

East Bay Firehall 

Sunday, October 12, 2:00-4:00 

Admission $10.00 (12 & under FREE) 

Paul Wukitsch (fiddle) 

Marguerite Musgrave (piano) 

 

3: Big Pond Fire Dept Community Centre Fall Market 

We had so much fun at last year’s market at the Big Pond Fire Dept Community Centre, we are having another 

on Saturday October 18th, from 10:00pm – 2:00pm.  

This year we have lots of makers, bakers and other creators with so much to offer! 

Admission $2.00, children 12 and under free. 

For more information (or to book table), please call/text Kim at 902-371-4562, or message Tracy MacIsaac on 

Facebook. 

 

4: Richmond Men’s Choir will be at the 9:00 am Mass on Sunday October 26th. 

 

5: Save the Date: The Christmas Bingo will be held on Sunday November 9th, 2:00 pm at the Johnstown Parish 

Hall. Watch for more information. 

 

6: In remembrance of our loved ones: November is the month of remembering those who have died. It is 

customary in our parish to remember our loved ones who have died since November of the previous year. 

Consequently, there will be a candlelight service of remembrance at the Sunday mass on November 2nd. As the 

names are read, a family member will be invited to come to the stand to light a candle. Those to be remembered 

can include parishioners who have died during the year, relatives of parishioners whose burials took place in 

other parishes or relatives of people who were buried in Johnstown. Please call or email Louise at 902-535-

3107/ louisecampbel@gmail.com 
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